Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 18th January 2012 at 7.30 pm

Cathaoirleach: 
      Councillor Michael Farrelly
Other Members:
Councillors: Leonard Hatrick, Dolores Minogue, Fintan Malone, Pearse McGeough, Jim Tenanty, Mary Kavanagh, Finnan McCoy, P McKenny

       Officials:
      Joe McGuinness, Town Manager

Miriam Roe, Town Clerk

Sean O’Reilly, Act’g Senior Executive Engineer

---------------------------------------

MINUTE 01/12

Minutes
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 14th December 2011 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr McKenny, seconded by Cllr Minogue.

The minutes of the statutory budget meeting held on 7th December 2011 were approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr Malone, seconded by Cllr Farrelly.

MINUTE 02/12
Matters Arising

Cllr McGeough asked if there was a response to the request for a meeting with Minister Reilly re St Josephs - Minute 109/11.  The Town Clerk advised the members that a response received stated that due to the Ministers busy schedule he would be unable to meet with a delegation.
Cllr McCoy informed the meeting that both he and Cllr Minogue had a meeting with Fergus O’Dowd TD and Minister Reilly on Thursday 19th January.  

A discussion followed and Cllr McGeough stated that it was a snub to Ardee Town Council that the Minister wouldn’t meet with a delegation and that at the very least the Cathaoirleach of ATC should have been invited to attend the meeting with the Fine Gael representatives.

MINUTE  03/12

Pay Parking
Joe McGuinness presented a report to all the members, taking into consideration the submissions made during the statutory period and his comments on these.  He told the members that no comments were received on either the Skip Bye- Laws or the Car Park Bye- Laws.

The main elements were pay parking hours 9.30 to 5.30 Monday to Friday and 9.30 to 1.00 on Saturday.  Have two zones, one for on street and one for off street Reduce the cost of parking in car parks to 20c per hour with a minimum payment of 3 hours, but a maximum stay of 8 hours.  Look into issuing ‘carers’ permits in certain instances. It was also acknowledged that something should be tried to incentivise business in the town.  Large number of submissions to leave William Street as is. Residents from Boat Trench had requested bollards at the corner of Malone Tce as their first choice for traffic calming/management in this area.
A discussion followed regarding this report.  Cllr Kavanagh commented on the fact that 80c per hour was now double the current rate.  Cllr McKenny asked if 50c per hour would be considered.  J McGuinness proposed 60c per hour, which was considered as fair.
Cllr Tenanty stated that as a trader the free all day parking prior to Christmas did not work out well.  People were leaving their cars on the street all day and taking the busses to Dublin. Half day Saturday would prevent this happening every week.
Cllr McGeough commented that the town centre needs invigorating and that J McGuinness’s suggestion should be welcomed.  Cllr Malone added that business needed to be kept in Ardee.
Cllr McCoy proposed that there should be 2 hours free parking, all day free on Saturday for a trial period of 12 months and cancel contract with Parkrite.  Cllr Minogue seconded this motion.  However, it was subsequently ruled out of order by the Cathaoirleach as each individual submission made would have to be proposed and seconded.
It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr McGeough, and seconded by Cllr Tenanty, that the Cllrs would have time to assess the report which was circulated and that Joe McGuinness would come back to the next meeting with the changes discussed and information on incentivising business.
It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr Farrelly, and seconded by Cllr McKenny that the Chairman and one other member of the Traders Association should be invited to the February meeting to give a presentation.

MINUTE 04/12
Planned Works

Sean O’Reilly informed the Councillors that lighting on the Kells Road and the Railway Walk would be in operation over the coming weeks. The contractor was awaiting the delivery of materials and would complete the works a.s.a.p. He also noted that he had received no requests from the Town Councillors for proposed new footpaths and/or refurbishment of existing footpaths within Ardee. 

Lights at Boat Trench -  Cllr Hatrick enquired about additional lights. S O’Reilly informed the members that a quotation for 2 lights had been sought.

Lights at Church Hill Car Park -  Cllr Malone enquired about an additional light in this location.  SO’R informed the members that a quotation for a light had been sought.

Lights at Moorehall Rise -  Cllr McCoy enquired about turning on of the lights in Moorehall Rise.  SO’R stated that some of the lights in this estate had been Taken in Charge by Louth County Council and were working.

The remainder of the lights were the responsibility of the developer and not Louth County Council.

Kells Road -  Cllr McKenny asked if anything could be done regarding the existing narrow footpath along the Kells Road. The HSE have relocated the clinic from the centre of town to St Bridget’s hospital and there are a lot more people using this footpath.  SOR stated that unfortunately it was not possible to widen the footpath as the existing carriageway width could not be reduced.

It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr McKenny and seconded by Cllr Tenanty that a letter should be sent to the HSE to ask, why the clinic was re-located to the Kells Road and to make a request to the HSE to return the Clinic to its more convenient location in the town.

Ramps -  Cllr Malone asked if ramps could be installed in Sliabh Breagh between the Square and Stoneylane.  SOR said that this would be a possibility if they were deemed necessary. The request would have to come from the Residents Association. The location would have to surveyed re the position of the existing street lights, gates etc and funding would have to be sought. SO’R advised Cllr Malone to report his concerns to the Gardai?

MINUTE 05/12

Notice of Motion

5.1
From Cllr Tenanty
‘That Ardee Town Council call on the Government to rethink the €100 House Charge as it is a punishment and burden on the working class and the poorer class who cannot afford it’.    

Discussion followed regarding this motion.  Cllr Tenanty stated that it was an unfair charge and that it should be levied on everyone or no one at all. He also stated that no one was sure as to what this money was going towards.
Cllr McKenny agreed with Cllr Tenanty and informed the members that there were a number of Category 3 estates in Ardee whose occupants wouldn’t be required to pay the charge.

Cllr Malone agreed with the comments made and also stated that it was unfair that people with ‘granny flats’ would have to pay a second fee.

Cllr McCoy stated that services had to be paid for and that this money was going into a central fund and would go back into Local Authorities.
Cllr Hatrick proposed that an amendment be made to Cllr Tenantys motion to read that Ardee Town Council call on the Government to scrap the €100 household charge until a more equitable solution can be found.   This should be circulated to all Councils.

A roll call vote was taken

	Supporting Motion
	-
	Cllrs. Mary Kavanagh, Fintan Malone, Padraig McKenny, Michael Farrelly, Jim Tenanty, Pearse McGeough, Leonard Hatrick







Total Votes :
7
	Against Motion
	-
	Cllrs. Finnan McCoy,  Dolores Minogue







Total Votes : 2
Accordingly the amended motion was passed by 7 votes to 2.

MINUTE 06/12

Notice of Motion from Other Councils

· Monaghan Town Council – Cllrs supported this unanimously.
Correspondence
· Kerry County Council – Seminar,    Noted.

· Mrs Breda Geraghty – Anti Social Behaviour at Riverside Walk -   It was agreed that this be discussed ‘in committee’.  A discussion followed regarding anti social behaviour on the riverside walk, with all the councillors sympathising with the residents who are affected by this situation.  
Cllr McCoy stated that a gate should be put up and locked in the evenings.

Cllr McGeough pointed out that it is part of the Sli na Sláinte route and used by people out walking.  He felt that this was an issue for the JPC.
Several ideas were put forward such as more lighting, cctv cameras etc.  SOR stated that he would check to see if the lighting in place was up to standard.

Cllr McKenny suggested that the Council should look again at mobile cctv cameras which were mentioned at a previous JPC meeting.

Cllr Hatrick suggested LCC erect fencing along the rear of the houses affected.

Cllr Kavanagh stated that the town needed to take ownership of the Riverside walk back for the people of the town and it should be recognised for the amenity it is.

Cllr Minogue stated that not all the youths that gather in this area were a bad element.  

Cllr Malone stated that there were problems in this area during Halloween, when fencing was removed and agreed with Cllr Kavanaghs comments.

Cllr Tenanty and Cllr McGeough agreed that perhaps a joint effort by the Community School, Ardee Town Council, John Street residents and the Gardai might bring some resolution to this problem

It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr McGeough and seconded by Cllr Tenanty that Ardee Town Council write to the Junior Council to ask for their ideas on what they would like to see done with the riverside walk, with a view to making it more ‘user friendly’.  It was also agreed to write to Mrs Geraghty to express concern and also to inform her that this matter would be discussed at the next JPC.
This concluded the meeting:

Signed:_________________________    Dated:___________________


   Cathaoirleach
